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Purpose
 10/28/2010:

1. Holding Programs Accountable for Preparing Students for Gainful Employment
2. Protecting consumers from misleading or overly aggressive recruiting practices, and clarifying State oversight responsibilities
3. Ensuring that only eligible students receive federal funds
4. Clarifying the courses that are eligible for federal aid, and the amount of aid that is appropriate.

Reference:
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/department-education-establishes-new-student-aid-rules-protect-borrowers-and-taxpayers



History
 2010-

 October- Department of Education requires Title IV accepting schools to:
1. Report certain information on students enrolled in a Gainful Employment Program (Student-Level Reporting)
2. Disclose certain information on Gainful Employment Programs to prospective students (Disclosure)
3. Notify the U.S. Secretary of Education if adding additional GE Programs to its list of Title IV-eligible programs (Certification and ECAR)

 2011-
 July- Regulations released effective
 October 1- Round 1 deadline
 November 15- Final reporting deadline

 2012-
 June- GE reporting regulations vacated and litigation began
 November- U.S Secretary of Education new program notification still required

- Institutions still required to publish Disclosures
 2015-

 July- 2008-09 through 2013-14 reporting deadline
 October- 2014-15 reporting deadline

 2016-
 October- 2015-16 reporting deadline

 2017-
 January- Draft Debt-to-Earnings ratios

- New Disclosure requirements



Current State
3 Main Components:
1. Reporting
2. Disclosures
3. Certifications

Timing:
 Completers list challenges/exclusions due:  July 28, 2016
 Reporting:  October 1, 2016
 Draft debt to earnings ratios to institutions: January, 2017
 Disclosure deadline: January, 2017
 Certifications: Ongoing



Resources



IFAP (Information for Financial Aid Professionals): 
http://www.ifap.ed.gov/ifap/





To Receive IFAP Email Announcements:

 Electronic Announcements
 Gainful Employment Information



NSLDS User Guide
http://ifap.ed.gov/nsldsmaterials/attachments/NSLDSGainfulEmploymentUserGuide.pdf



Reporting



Debt-to-Income Process Overview

Reference: July, 2016 NASFAA Conference- E.D. G.E. Presentation
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Reporting In-Depth
 Who to report:

 Students who received Title IV aid within the reporting year
 Students enrolled in an active certificate program within the reporting year

 What to report:  
 Award Year
 Student Detail:  SSN; First, Middle, Last Name; DOB
 Institution Detail: OPEID; Institution Name
 Program Detail:  Name; CIP Code; Credential Level; Indication of Internship or 

Residency; Length of program
 Student Program Detail:  Attendance Begin Date; Attendance Begin Date for Award 

Year; Status; Status Date;  Status as of 1st program enrollment date
 Student Financial Aid Detail:  Private Loan Amount; Institutional Debt; Tuition and 

Fees; Allowance for Books, Supplies, and Equipment

 When to report:  10/1/16 (2015-16 students)



Reporting Tools
Reporting Manuals/Tools:   https://www.fsadownload.ed.gov/NSLDSGainEmp.htm



Instruction Guide
 Spreadsheet Submission

 Process
 Spreadsheet creation
 NSLDS file upload
 Working errors
 NSLDS access
 Layout specifications
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Data Definitions
Field Name Description Comments

Award Year Award Year the student was 
enrolled in the program.

• Award year is identified as the four digits of the first calendar year and the four digits of the second 
calendar year of the award year range. (Example: the award year of July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009 would be identified as 20082009.
• Cannot be less than 20072008 or greater than current award year.• If the information provided in this field is found to be incorrect, the entire record must be 
deactivated online and re-added.

Student Social 
Security 
Number

Social Security Number (SSN) of 
a student enrolled in a GE Program.

• Must provide SSN along with the identifiers First Name, Last Name, and DOB.
• SSN must be a valid SSN as provided by the Social Security Administration.• The first node of the SSN must not contain any of the following:
• 9xx-xx-xxxx, 000-xx-xxxx or 666-xx-xxxx• The second node of the SSN must not contain xxx-00-xxxx.
• The third node of the SSN must not contain xxx-xx-0000.• If an institution believes the NSLDS data are incorrect, contact the data provider and provide them 
with verifying documents.• If the information provided in this field is found to be incorrect, the entire record must be 
deactivated online and re-added.• If SSN is not available, do not report this student.

Student First 
Name

Student’s first name • Must provide First Name along with the identifiers SSN, Last Name, and DOB.
• If the student has no first name, this field contains NFN (no first name).• Must provide the students first name (exactly as it appears on the Social Security card).
• Must provide First Name if NLN (no last name) is used.• If an institution believes the NSLDS data are incorrect, contact the data provider and provide them 
with verifying documents.

Student Middle 
Name

Middle name or middle initial 
of a student enrolled in a GE program.

If student has no middle name, populate with spaces.

Source:  June 2016 Gainful Employment User Guide 



Submission
NSLDS Professional Access 

Website

Enroll

GE Submittal 

Need access?  SAIG Enrollment Site  https://fsawebenroll.ed.gov/PMEnroll/index.jsp



Completers List
 Purpose: 

 Institutions verify that completers accurately reflects 2015 GE reported 
completers

 Completers list used to calculate debt-to-earnings ratio
 Timing:

 Completers list to institutions for verification:  June 13, 2016
 Completers list challenges/exclusions due:  July 28, 2016

 Who is included (for 2014-15 Debt to Earnings Ratio):
 Two-year cohort if ≥ 30 students completed program 

 Students who completed 2010-11 and 2011-12
 Four-year cohort if ≤ 30 students completed program

 Students who completed 2008-09 to 2011-12
 If a program has <30 completers

 Debt-to-earnings ratio can’t be calculated 
 Program not included in completers list



Completers List
 File Review Process:

 Available on the Reports Tab of the National Student Loan Data
 System Professional Access (NSLDSFAP) Web site
 Sent to the TG mailbox associated with the user that made the report request

 Submitting Corrections:
 Add a completer
 Update student identification
 Completer exclusion removal/addition

 GE Electronic Announcement #78- applicable exclusions
 Update or add GE program data
 Delete GE program data

 Resources:
 Reading Your Draft GE Completers List Files  http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/ANN1610.html
 Submitting GE Completers List Corrections  http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/ANN1611.html



Debt-to-Income Ratio
 Purpose:

 Requires institutions to meet minimum thresholds in terms of debt-to-income 
rates by program

 Repercussions:
 Loss of federal financial aid

 Timing:
 Draft debt to earnings ratios to institutions: January, 2017 (?)

 45-day challenge period in terms of loan debt information only
 Final published date: TBD

 Electronic Announcement #85: Recent Graduates Employment and 
Earnings Survey (RGEES)
 May be used to appeal the average earnings of GE program graduates
 http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/072616GEEA85AlternativeEarningsSurve

yResourcesAvailable.html



Disclosure



Disclosure
 What to disclose:  

 All currently active Pell eligible certificate programs (credit and non-credit clock hour/short term experimental)
 Program Details: CIP; Institution program name; Credential level; Occupations 
 Cost:  Tuition and fees; Books and supplies; On-campus room & board (if applicable); Other costs (additional software, attire, utensils, etc.)
 Completions:  # of completers; # on time completions (if more than 10 completers); Normal time to complete
 Completer Debt (if more than 10 completers):  Title IV student loan debt; Private loan debt; Institutional financing plan debt
 Job placement rates (NOT required in MI)

 Disclosures must be accessible on your public website and program promotional materials
 Disclosures must be posted on website prior to ECAR (Eligibility and certification approval report) submission of new programs
 When:  

 January of each year (New Disclosures and elements- 1/31/17)
 Addition of a new certificate program



Current Disclosure Template

Quick Start Guide:  http://ope.ed.gov/GainfulEmployment/GEDT_Quick_Start_Guide_Internet_Explorer.pdf
Disclosure template:   http://ope.ed.gov/GainfulEmployment/
Bulk Upload:  http://ope.ed.gov/GainfulEmployment/Upload.aspx



Program Information



Cost



Debt at Program Completion



Program Completion in Normal Time



Job Placement



Create



Published Disclosure



Certifications



Certifications
 Certifications:

 Required of all Title IV institutions offering GE programs:
 GE program certifications:
1. Is approved by a recognized accrediting agency or is otherwise included in the institution’s accreditation by its recognized accrediting agency or, if the institution is a public postsecondary vocational institution, is approved by a State agency recognized to approve such programs in lieu of accreditation;
2. 2.Is programmatically accredited if such accreditation is required by a Federal governmental entity or by a governmental entity in the State in which the institution is located or in which the institution is otherwise required to obtain State approval under 34 CFR 600.9; and
3. 3.In the State in which the institution is located or in which the institution is otherwise required to obtain State approval under 34 CFR 600.9, satisfies the applicable educational prerequisites for professional licensure or certification requirements in that State so that a student who completes the program and seeks employment in that State qualifies to take any licensure or certification examination that is needed for the student to practice or find employment in an occupation that the program prepares students to enter.

Source:  Gainful Employment Electronic Announcement #54 - Certification Requirements for Gainful Employment Programs (6/11/15)  
http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/061115GECertificationsFinalJune9.html

 ECAR (Eligibility and Certification Approval Report):
 Required of all Title IV institutions offering GE programs
 GE Disclosure(s) must be posted prior to ECAR approval



Questions?
Discussion…


